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The SPEECH of a Noble PEER, at the Delivering of 


che followidg Petition-ro;His moſt DAcred Majeſty, Jonu:2,) (3 


Day it pleaſe Your Bajeſty , 


He Lords here preſent, together wh divers other Peers of the Realm, taking 
notice that by your late Proclamation, your Majeſty bas declared an intention of 
caling a Parliament, at Oxford ; and obſerving from Hiſtory and Records how un- 
forturiate many ſuch aſſemblies have bin, when called at a Place remore from the Ca- 
pital City; at particularly the Congreſs in Henry the Seconds time at Clarindon; Three 
ſeveral Parliaments at Oxford in Henry the thirds time; and at Coventry in Henry 
the Sixths time; With divers others which have proved very fatal to thoſe Kings, and 
have been followed with great miſchief on the whole Kingdom : and conſidermg the preſent 
poſtute of affairs, the many jcalouſies and diſcontents, which are amongſt the People, 
we have great cauſe to apprehend that the Cer ſequences of the ſitting .of'a Parliament 
npw at Oxford may be as fatal.to your Majcſty and the Nation,' as thoſe others menti- 
oned have bin to- the then Reiguing1Kings; and therefore we do concerve that we can- 
ot anſwer it to God, to your Majeſty, or to the People, If we, being Peers of the Realm, 
ſhould 0: on fo Important aw.;Qccafion humbly offer our advice to your Majeſty ; that 
if poſſivie Your Majeſty may be prevailed with, to ©.lter this (as we apprehend) unſea- 
ſonable Reſolution, The Grounds, and Repſons of our Opinion, are contained in this out 
Petition, which We humbly Preſent to Tour Majeſty. | 


——_— 


To the KING's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
T he Humble Petitibn and Advice of the Lords under-named, P E ER $ 


w_—o 


———— 
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p of the REAL M, A 


PÞumbly Sheweth , 


-4 lar whereas Your Majeſty hath been pleaſed, by divers Speeches, and Meſ- 
ſages ro Your Houſes of Parliament, rightly to repreſent to them 
the. Dangers that Threatned Your Majeſties Perſon, and the whole King- 
e-z::t, from the Miſchievous, and wicked Plots of the Papiſts, and the 

ſuddain Growth of a Forreign-Power , unto which, no Stop or Remedy could be 
Provided. unleſs it were by Parliament, and an Union of Your Majeſties Prote- 
ant Syvjets, in one Mints, and one Intereſt, 

. And the Lord Chancellor, in Purſuance of Your Majeſties Commands, having 
more at large Demonſtrated the ſaid Dangers to be as great, as we in the midſt 
of .our Fears could Imagine them : And ſo preſhng, that our Liberties, Religion, 
Lives, and the whole Kingdom would be certainly Loſt, if a ſpeedy Proviſion 
were not made apgain{ them. 

And your Majeity, on the 21. of April, 1679, Having called unto your Coun- 
cil, many Honorable and Worthy Perſons, and declared to them and the whole 
Kingdom, That being ſenſible of the .evil Effects of a ſingle Miniſtry, or private 
Advice, or Forreign Committees, for the; General DireCtion' of your Aﬀaires ; 
Your Majeſty would for the Future Refer all things unto that Council, and by the 
conſtant Advice of them, together with tte frequent uſe of your. great Council, 
the Parliament, Your Majeſty was hereafter Rcſolved to Govern the Kingdoms ; We 
began to hope we ſhould ſee an end of ou? Miſeryes. 

But to our Unip:'.avle Grief .and Sorrow, we ſoon found our Expectations 
Fruſtrated, The Pa-irament, then ſubſilting, was Proregued and Difſolved before it 
could perfect what was intended for_our Relief and Security :' and' rhough ano- 
ther was thereupon called, 'yet by many Prorogations it was put off, till the 21. -n 
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Ofb. pat; and notwithſlanding your Majeſty was then again pleaſed to ac- 
knowledge, that neither Your Perſon, nor Your. Kingdom could be fife, till the 
ratter of the Plot was gone thorow, It was unexpectedly Prorogued vn the 1th, 
of this 179nth, "before any ſufficient Order coulu be taken- therein; All their 
Juſt und Pious Endeavors to ſave the Nation were overthrown; the g00d Bills 
they had been !nduitriouſly preparing to Unite all Your Majelties Proteſtant Sl- 
jeAs brought to nougat ; The diſcovery of the 17: Plot ſtifled ; The witaclles 
that came in frequently more fully to declare that, both of England and Trelaid, 
diſcouraged Thoſe Forreign Kingdoms and-5rates, who by a_ happy conjurRion, 
with us might give a Check to the French Powers, Diſheartned, even to ſuch a Deſ- 
pair of their own Security againlt the growing greatneſs of that Monarch, As we 
tear may induce them to take new Reſolutions, and pernaps ſuch as may be fatal to 
us: The Strength and Courage of our Enemyes both at Home and Abroag increaſed. 


And ou; ſelves lefc in the utmolt danger of ſeeing our Countrey brought into utter 


Deſolation, 
in theſe Extremities, we had nothing under God to Comfort us, but the Hopes, 


that Your Majeſty (being touched with the Groans of Your Periſhing People). - 


would have ſuff:red Your Parliament to Meet at the Day uato .-which it was Pro- 
rogued : and that no further Interruption ſhould have been given to their Pro- 
ceedings, in order to their Saving .ot the Nition. But that failed us too; ſo then 
we h:ard that Your Myjeſty, by the private Suggeſtion of ſome. Wicked Perſons, 
Favourer: of Popery, Promoters of French Deſigns, and Enemies to Your 'M ;jeity 
and the Kingdom ( without the Advice, and as we we good Reaſon ty believe, 
294init the Opinion, even of Your Pr4vy-Councel) had been prevailed with to Dif- 
ſolve it, & to call another to Meet at Oxford, where neither Lords nor Commong 
can be in Safety 3 but will be dayly expoſed to the Swords of the Paprſts, and 
their Adhercnts of whom too many are crept into Your Majeſties Guards. The 
Liberty of ſpeaking according to their Conſciences, will be thereby Deſtroyed, 
and the Validity of all their Acts, and Proceedings conliting in it, left Diſputa- 
ble. The <traitneſs of the Place, no way admits of ſuch a concourſe of Perfons, 
as now follows every Parliament; The Witneſſes which ure neceſtary to give F- 
vidence againſt the Popiſh Lords, ſuch Judges, or others whom the Commons 
have Impeached, or had Reſolved to Impeach, Can neither bear the Charge of 


oins thither, nor truſt theraſelves under the ProteCtion of a Parliament, that is it © 


felf Evidently under the Power of Guards and Souldiers, 


The Premiſes conſidered, We Your Majeltzgs Petitioners, out of a Juſt 


Abhorrence of ſuch a dangerous and pernicious Council, (which the - 


Authors have not dared to avow) and the direful Apprehenfions of the 
Calamities & Miſeries,that may cnſue thereppon ; co make it our moſt 
Humble Prayer, and Advice, That thO@Parliament may not Sit at a 
. Place, where it will not be able ro ARt with that Freedom, which'is 


neceſſary ; and eſpecially, to Give unto their Acts and Proceedings, 


that Authority which they opght to have amongſt the People, and have 
ever had, unleſs Impaired by ſome Awe upon them, (of which there 
wants not Precedents:)and thatYour Majeſty would be graciouſly plea- 
ſed, to Order It to Sit a Weſtminſter, (it being the uſual Place, and 
where they may Conſul and Act with Safety and Freedom, ) 

And Your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &c, 


Monmouth, Salizbury, . & Shaftsbury, Grey, 


Kent, _ Clare, Mordant, ( ) Herbert, 
Huntington, Standford, Evers, Howard, 
Bedford, Eſſex, Paget, Delamer. 
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London, Printed for Benj. Harrs, at the Stationers-Arms, inthe P/4z2a un- 


der the Rozal-Exchange, 1681. 


